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^ommonUjealUj  of  jHassacijusrtts* 


Secretary's  Office.  Boston  ;  February  17,  1814. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  yon,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature, 
the  Abstract  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Attorney  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  and  the  District  Attorneys,  required  by  the 
act  of  1843  (chapter  99)  to  be  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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a^ommoniatnltf^  of  ^auuntfinfitttu. 


STATISTICS  OF  CRIME. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  comphance  with 
provisions  of  law,  respectfully  submits  to  the  Legislature  an 
Abstract  of  Reports  made  by  the  Attorney  of  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, and  the  Attorneys  of  two  Districts,  for  the  year  1843. 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Northern  or  Southern 
District ;  and  the  report  from  the  Middle  District  is  made  by 
two  Attorneys  (there  having  been  an  appointment  to  that 
office  during  the  past  year),  who  have  adopted  different  forms. 

The  form  of  Abstract  heretofore  used  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, has  been  adopted;  but,  as  the  classification  under  the  title 
"Other  Misdemeanors"  must  be  entirely  arbitrary,  it  has  been 
so  far  altered  as  to  admit  a  specification  of  the  offences  not 
necessarily  coming  under  either  of  the  previous  titles. 

The  first  table  is  of  cases  in  the  Municipal  Court  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk.  The  comprehensive  report  of  the  attorney 
for  this  county  also  embraces  a  list  of  forty-six  cases,  in  which 
he  appeared  for  the  Commonwealth  in  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  (one  of  which  was  a  trial  for  murder,  occupying  the 
court  four  days,)  and  a  list  of  forty-three  cases,  in  which  he 
appeared  for  the  Commonwealth  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas.  His  opinions  were  given  in  writing  upon  twenty-one 
requisitions,  on  or  by  the  Executive,  for  fugitives  from  justice. 
In  a  memorandum  at  the  end  of  his  report,  he  says,  "  There 
is  a  process  against  the  Phcenix  Bank,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, commenced  [in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas]  by  Brad- 
ford Sumner,  Esq.,  as  attorney  of  record.  I  have  never  been 
consulted  concerning  it,  and  it  has  never  been  under  my  control 
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or  management.     By  whose  authority  it  was  commenced,  or 
still  is  prosecuted,  I  know  not.     It  yet  remains  in  that  court." 

The  tables  from  the  second  to  the  seventh  inclusive,  show 
the  number  of  prosecutions,  with  their  causes  and  results,  con- 
ducted by  the  local  officers  in  the  several  counties,  reports  from 
which  have  been  received. 

In  the  first  seven  tables,  under  the  title  "  against  the  person 
feloniously,"  are  included  cases  of  felonious  assault,  assault  and 
battery  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  robbery,  attempt  to  commit 
rape,  and  one  case  in  Suffolk  County,  of  an  attempt  to  commit 
fornication  with  a  female  child. 

Under  the  title  "against  the  person  not  feloniously,"  are  in- 
cluded cases  of  assault  and  battery. 

Under  the  title  "  against  property  with  violence,"  are  includ- 
ed cases  of  arson,  burglary,  and  shop-breaking.  Under  the 
title  "  against  property  without  violence,"  are  included  cases 
of  embezzlement  and  larceny. 

In  the  absence  of  reports  from  the  attorneys  of  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Districts,  materials  do  not  exist  for  tables  corres- 
ponding to  the  residue  of  the  first  thirteen  tables  in  the  Attor- 
ney General's  Abstract  of  last  year. 

The  eighth  table  corresponds  to  the  fourteenth  of  the  Abstract 
of  last  year. 

Materials  for  a  table,  corresponding  to  the  fifteenth  of  last 
year,  are  not  contained  in  the  reports  of  attorneys,  lodged  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

The  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  tables,  corresponding  to  the 
sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  of  last  year,  were  fur- 
nished by  the  kindness  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

The  materials  for  the  twelfth  table,  corresponding  to  the 
nineteenth  of  last  year,  which,  for  want  of  reports  from  two 
districts,  could  not  otherwise  have  been  made  complete,  were 
obtained  from  the  books  of  the  State  Prison.  A  recapitulation 
is  annexed  to  this  table,  exhibiting  in  a  single  view  the  number 
of  convicts  from  the  several  counties. 
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TABLE  IX. — Abstract  of  Costs  taxed  in  the  Municipal  Court 
ill  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the  year  1843,  as  per  general 
and  special  bills. 


Month. 


January,     , 

February,  . 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October,     . 

November, 

December, 


Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general  " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general    " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general  " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 

Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 


Amount  of  special  bill, 
"       of  general   " 


Costs. 


^495  J  6 
252  90 


500  19 

2'J8  39 


1110  01 
305  £0 


479  27 

108  00 


1132  01 
352  05 


504  55 
239  47 


500  27 
210  52 


811  79 
280  80 


nil  12 
325  90 


1025  88 
253  21 


590  79 
249  47 


948  90 
380  m 


Monthlv  Costs 


$748  CO 

808  58 

1475  57 

047  93 

1484  00 

804  02 

710  79 

1098  05 

1437  02 

1279  09 

840  20 

1335  70 


Total  Costs. 


$12,081  79 


Total  amount  of  special  bills, 
"  "         "  general     " 

Total  costs  in  1843, 
"        "     «   1842, 

Excess  of  1843,     • 


${)335  94 
3345  85 

12,081  79 
12,442  56 

$139  23 
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TABLE  XI. — Abstract  of  Fijies,  Costs  and  Fees,  received  in 
the  Police  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston.,  in  the  year  1 843. 


Fines. 

Costs. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Amt  credit- 
ed to  the 
Com'vvealth. 

1st  Jan.  to  31st  Mar.  inclu- 
sive, -        -        -        - 

Deduct  for  cases  under  by- 
laws,          _        .        . 

#270  13 
G8  00 

#353  69 

84  71 

#16  66 

#640  48 
152  7] 

202  13 

268  98 

16  66 

-     - 

#487  77 

1st  Apr.  to  30th  June,  in- 
clusive,     -         -         - 

Deduct  for  cases  under  by- 
laws,          ... 

416  95 
73  00 

463  93 

107  18 

34  86 

915  74 

180  18 

343  95 

356  75 

34  86 

735  56 

1st  July  to  30th  Sept.  inclu- 
sive, .... 

Deduct  for  cases  under  by- 
laws,          _         -        - 

421  47 
74  00 

647  21 
95  59 

28  67 

1097  35 
169  59 

347  47 

551  62 

28  67 

-      - 

927  76 

1st  Oct.  to  31st  Dec.  inclu- 
sive, -        -         -         - 

Deduct  for  cases  under  by- 
laws,         -        -         . 

353  95 

65  00 

499  48 
100  78 

18  43 

871  86 
165  78 

288  95 

398  70    18  43 

-      - 

706  08 

Total— 1843,       - 
Total  in  1842,  as  p( 
Excess  in  1842  ove 

1182  50 
3r  last  ann 
r 1843, 

1576  05   98  62 
ual  Report,   - 

- 

#2857  17 

3095  92 

238  75 

#2857  17 
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TABIjE  XI t, — Shewing  the  Number  of  Convicts  sentenced  by 
the  several  Judicial  Courts  to  confinement  in  the  State  Prison^ 
the  Counties  whence  they  tvere  sent^  the  Crimes  for  which  they 
were  punished,  and  the  duration  of  their  Confinement. 


BARNSTABLE. 


No 

Court.* 

Term.* 

CRIME. 

When 
received. 

Sentence. 

Solitary 

To  labor. 

1 

2 
3 

c.  c.  p. 

April, 

(( 

Sept. 

5  Larceny,    . 
/        "           . 
Assault    with     intent    to 

murder. 
Assault    with     intent    to 
commit  a  rape,    . 

April  12, 
"      12, 
"      12, 

Sept.  13, 

1  day 
I    " 

I    " 

1    " 

1  year. 

1  « 
4     « 

2  « 

BERKSHIRE. 


1 

C.  C.  P. 

Feb. 

Larceny, 

Mar.    1.3, 

2  days 

4  years. 

2 

(1 

(( 

li 

"      13, 

2    « 

4     " 

3 

(( 

OcL 

(( 

Nov.    12, 

1    « 

1     « 

4 

u 

<.<. 

Breaking  into  a  shop  and 

larceny,      . 

"      12, 

3    " 

3    " 

BRISTOL. 


1 

C.  C.  P. 

Mar. 

Larceny, 

Mar. 

21, 

3  days 

3 

years. 

2 

(( 

June, 

^  Shop-breaking  and  lar- 
\      ceny, 

June 

yi, 

2    " 

2 
1 

3 

u 

Sept. 

Shop-breaking  and  larce- 

ny,   . 

Sept. 

20, 

3    " 

3 

(( 

4 

(( 

u 

Shop-breaking  and  larce- 

ny,   . 

u 

20, 

3    « 

2 

t( 

5 

(C 

(( 

Larceny, 

u 

20, 

3    " 

u 

6 

(( 

(( 

['Having  counTeit  bank 
!       bill  with  intent. 

a 

20, 

3    " 

(( 

1  Having   coun'feit  bank 

bill  with  intent, 

ii, 

20, 

1    " 

(( 

7 

(( 

Dec. 

Larceny, 

Dec. 

22, 

1    " 

(C 

8 

(( 

t( 

^  Shop-breaking  and  lar- 

" 

22, 

I    " 

(( 

\      ceny, 

« 

22, 

1    " 

« 

*  As  the  Court  and  Term  are  not  entered  on  the  records  of  the  State  Prison,  (but  only 
the  day  of  Conviction,)  they  cannot  be  always  given  in  this  table  with  perfect  accuracy. 
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Sentence. 

When 

No. 

Court. 

Term. 

CRIME. 

received. 

Solitary. 

To  labor. 

9 

c.  c.  p. 

Dec. 

Larceny, 

Dec.    22, 1  day 

3  years. 

10 

(( 

a 

Felonious  assault,  . 

"     22,1    " 

3    " 

11 

(( 

(( 

Larceny, 

"     22,1    « 

4;^   « 

12 

(( 

Cheating  by  false  preten- 

ces, .... 

"     22, 

1      " 

1   " 

13 

(( 

Sept. 

Shop-breaking  and  larce- 

ny,   . 

Sept.  20, 

3    " 

2    " 

ESSEX. 


1 

2 

3 

C. 

c.  p. 

Mar. 
June, 

Felonious  assault,  . 
Burglary,  2d  degree, 
Burglary,  2d  degree, 

April 
June 

5, 

28, 
28, 

2  days 
1    " 

4  years. 

5  « 
3    " 

4 

u 

(( 

Having  possession  of   10 
pieces  of  coun'feit  coin, 

a 

28, 

1    " 

7    « 

5 

(( 

(I 

Burning  barn  in  the  night 

time. 

u 

28, 

1    " 

5    « 

6 

(( 

u 

Larceny, 

u 

28, 

1    " 

1     « 

7 
8 

Larceny, 

^  Uttering   coun'feit  mo- 

l      ney. 
Larceny, 

^  Larceny,    . 

28, 
28, 

1    " 
I    " 

1     « 

9 
10 

It 

Sept. 
Dec. 

Sept. 
Dec. 

20, 
22, 

1    " 
3    " 

]    " 
1    " 

I     "     [day 
1  yr.  less  1 

11 

<f 

Mar. 

Shop-breaking, 

April 

5, 

1    " 

2  years. 

FRANKLIN. 


]  C.  C.  P. 


Aug.    Larceny, 


Ang.  28, 


2  days 


2  years. 


HAMPDEN. 


1 

C.  C.  P. 

Feb. 

Common     and     notorious 

thief, 

Feb. 

28, 

2  days  5  years. 

2 

« 

Oct. 

Burning    barn     in    night 

1 

tiu.e, 

Oct. 

23, 

3    "      2    " 

3 

<( 

(( 

Three  larcenies,     . 

tc 

23, 

3    "      2    " 

4 

(( 

(( 

Larceny, 

(C 

23, 

1    " 

1     " 

5 

•    a 

i( 

Assault    with     intent    to 

murder, 

ii 

23, 

3    «      3    " 

6 

a 

a 

Perjury,         .          .         , 

Nov. 

12, 

2    "     '4     " 
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No. 

Court. 

Term. 

CRIME. 

When 
received. 

Sentence. 

Solitary. 

To  labor. 

1 

2 
3 

4 

c.  c.  p. 

Mar. 

Aug. 
(( 

Larceny, 

Tliree  larcenies,     . 

Robbery, 

Larceny, 

April,     5 

Aug.   28, 

"      28, 

"      28, 

1  day 
3    " 

2  « 
1    " 

1  year. 
7     " 

2  " 
I     " 

MIDDLESEX. 


1 

c.  c.  p. 

Feb. 

Larceny, 

Feb. 

24, 

3 

days 

2  years. 

2 

11 

a 

Larceny, 

(( 

24, 

3 

a 

2    " 

3 

u 

June, 

Burglary,  2d  degree, 

July 

1. 

a 

2    « 

4 

u 

(( 

Burglary,  2d  degree, 

Aug. 

9, 

11 

3     " 

5 

(( 

Oct. 

Larceny, 

Nov. 

4, 

(( 

1     « 

C 

(( 

u 

Felonious  assault  on  a  fe- 

male child, 

u 

4, 

ii 

3    « 

7 

(( 

u 

Larceny, 

(( 

4, 

« 

I     " 

8 

u 

i( 

^  Shop-breaking,  . 

li 

4, 

(( 

2    " 

« 

2    « 

9 

(I 

11 

Cheating, 

u 

15. 

(( 

1     " 

10 

(I 

(( 

C  Shop-breaking,  . 
^  Larceny,    . 
(  Larceny,    . 

u 

4, 

5     "    [day. 
1  yr.  less   1 

n 

(( 

l( 

'  Burglary,   . 
Burglary,   . 

u 

4, 

3 

(( 

4  years. 

(( 

4     " 

<j  Burglary,   . 

ii 

4     « 

Burglary,   . 
^  Notorious  thief,  . 

(( 

4    " 

(( 

2     " 

NORFOLK. 


c.  c.  p. 

Sept. 

u 

Dec. 

li 

(( 

Larceny, 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob. 

Larceny, 


Sept. 

25, 

I 

li 

J  an.  2 

'44 

I 

(( 

a 

(( 

•2 

(( 

1  year. 
2i  " 
10     " 


PLYMOUTH. 


1 

S.  J.  C. 

June    Murder, — sentence    com- 

20th, 

muted  to  imprisonment 
for  life. 

2 

C.  C.  P. 

Aug. 

C  Larceny,    . 
<  Larceny,    . 
(  Larceny,    . 

Aug.  23, 

1  day 
1    '' 
1    " 

1  year. 
1     " 
1     " 

3 

a 

(( 

Larceny, 

«     23, 

1    " 

1     « 

• 

.1 
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SUFFOT-K. 

1 

Sentence. 

When 

No. 

Court. 

Term. 

CRIME. 

received.     - 

. 

3oI 

tary. 

To  labor. 

1 

M.  C. 

Jan. 

jewd  and  lascivious  co- 

habitation,          .          .    . 

fan. 

16,  5  days 

2  years. 

2 

(( 

« 

Liarceny, 

11 

16,5 

a 

3    " 

3 

li 

" 

liarceny. 

11 

16,5 

(( 

3    " 

4 

a 

Feb. 

Common    and     notorious 

[yrs- 

thief. 

Feb. 

18,3 

u 

3  ds.  less  3 

5 

a 

u 

Burglary  and  larceny, 

(( 

18,5 

(( 

3  years. 

6 

u 

" 

Common    and     notorious 

thief. 

<i 

18,3 

(( 

3     " 

7 

li 

11 

Stealing, 

ii 

18,3 

(1 

3    " 

8 

li 

Mar. 

Attempting    to    pass    an 

altered  bank  bill. 

Mar. 

10,1 

a 

1     " 

9 

a 

April, 

Having  a  die  or  mould  for 

i 

counterfeit  coin, 

April 

11,3 

(( 

2    " 

10 

(( 

(( 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob. 

(( 

15,1 

(( 

4    " 

11 

11 

11 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob. 

u 

15, 

1 

11 

6    « 

12 

11 

11 

Larceny, 

(( 

15, 

1 

11 

2    " 

13 

u 

(( 

Stealing, 

(( 

15, 

1 

(( 

2    " 

14 

11 

May, 

C  Larceny,    .          .          ^ 

May 

26, 

3 

(( 

2    « 

June, 

^  Stealing,    .          .          > 

June 

24, 

1 

(( 

2    " 

11 

(  Burglary,  2d  degree,    ) 

July 

1, 

1     « 

15 

11 

May, 

Larceny, 

May 

26, 

3 

(C 

5    « 

16 

11 

Mar. 

Cheating  by  false  preten- 
ces— forging   a  bill  of 

lading. 

June 

29, 

1 

(1 

1     " 

17 

11 

July, 

Larceny, 

July 

15, 

3 

(( 

1     " 

18 

(( 

i( 

Stealing  from  the  person, 

(( 

15, 

3 

11 

1     " 

19 

(( 

Aug. 

Larceny, 

Aug. 

14, 

3 

11 

2    " 

20 

» 

a 

Larceny, 

<( 

19. 

1 

a 

1     " 

21 

« 

a 

Larceny, 

11 

19, 

2 

(( 

1     " 

22 

(( 

11 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  . 

(( 

19, 

3 

u 

2    « 

23 

li 

Oct. 

Felonious  assault  and  rob- 

bery, 

Oct. 

14, 

o 

(( 

7    " 

24 

11 

Nov. 

Perjury, 

Nov. 

22, 

3 

(( 

3    » 

25 

11 

ii 

Burglary  and  larceny, 

li 

22, 

1 

(( 

4    « 

26 

<( 

(( 

Larceny, 

li 

25, 

1 

(( 

4    " 

27 

(( 

Dec. 

Larceny, 

Dec. 

16, 

1 

(( 

2    " 

28 

11 

11 

Larceny, 

11 

16, 

1 

11 

3    " 

29 

11 

a 

Breaking  into  and  enter- 

ing a  dwelling-house,  . 

(( 

16, 

1 

a 

2    " 

30 

u 

(( 

Breaking  into  and  enter- 
ing a  shop  in  the  State 

Prison, 

(( 

16, 

2 

u 

4     " 

31 

(( 

(( 

^  Stealing,    .          .          ? 
I  Stealing,    .          .          \ 

li 

19, 

1 

(( 

2    " 

1 

a 

1     " 

32 

11 

11 

Larceny, 

11 

21 

1 

u 

1     « 

33 

(( 

11 

Larceny, 

(( 

21 

1 

(( 

2    " 

34 
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Court. 

Term. 

CRIME. 

Wh 

en 

Sentence. 

So 

litary. 

To  labor. 

1 

c.  c.  p. 

Jan. 

Common    and    notorious 

2 

(( 

ii 

thief. 
Passing  counterfeit  bank 

Feb. 

2, 

2 

days 

7  years. 

bills, 

(( 

2, 

1 

it 

1     " 

3 
4 
5 

ii 

a 
a 

May, 

Forgery, 

Larceny, 

^  Counterfeiting,    .          } 
\  Counterfeiting,   .          ^ 

June 

2, 

2, 
12, 

1 
1 
2 
1 

a 
a 
a 
a 

1     "      [day 

1  yr.  less  1 
5  years. 

2  " 

6 

u 

a 

Assault     with    intent    to 

7 
8 

ii 

(( 
(( 

commit  rape. 
Burglary, 
Assault  with  intent  to  rob. 

a 

12, 
12, 
12, 

3 
3 
3 

a 
a 
ii 

5    " 

2  « 

3  " 

9 

ii 

(( 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob. 

a 

12, 

3 

a 

3    " 

10 
11 

(( 
(( 

Sept. 

r  Forgery,     . 
•^  Forgery,    . 
(Forgery,    . 
Burglary, 

Sept. 
Oct. 

30, 
12, 

2 
2 
2 
1 

a 
ii 
a 
a 

2    « 

2    « 
2    " 
4    " 

RECAPITULATION. 


County, 

1843. 

1842. 

Excess 
in  1843. 

Excess 
in  1842. 

Number  of  Convicts  from  Barnstable 

3 

0 

3 

. 

i 

"     Berkshire 

4 

4 

•  . 

. 

i           i 

'     Bristol 

13 

9 

4 

. 

i 

'     Essex 

11 

5 

6 

i 

'     Franklin 

1 

4 

3 

i 

i 
i 

'     Hampden 
'     Hampshire 
'     Middlesex 

6 

4 

11 

4 

0 

13 

2 

4 

2 

i 

'     Nantucket 

0 

5 

, 

5 

i 

'     Norfolk 

3 

3 

. 

. 

i 
i 

'     Plymouth 
'     Suffolk 

3 
33 

0 
30 

3 
3 

• 

'         "         "            "     Worcester 

11 

6 

5 

• 

103 

83 

30 

10 

.     . 

10 

Excess  i 

n  1843  ( 

)ver  1842,  . 

20 

3 


? 


